2026 RAW 175
Creme de la Cream

Were the cycling gods to put heads and hearts together designing a cue sheet in
Wisconsin’s northern driftless region it'd quite possibly glow with scenes of
Buffalo and Trempealeau Counties. Coulee ridges reveal twenty mile vistas of
this interior’s-interior. Valleys surround in seclusion. The RAW course
development team has stood in for the sages with their south lobe road plan; it
immerses you safely in this territory’s unique scenery and topography.

The 175 decouples from the 103 mile route at 30 to rejoin 10 miles east at 112
yielding 82 miles of road with many long sight lines and low traffic. There’s a
“far away” feel one gets when deep into Buffalo County on the quiet township
roads. Into Gilmanton along curvaceous Elk Creek and south in a wonderfully
never ending 27 mile stretch goes Highway 88 with wide shoulders and excellent
pavement. It's a spectacular run with steep valley walls and then wide
panoramas as the road drains you slightly downhill into the Mississippi River
environment where you’ll fall into Cream, one of Wisconsin’s Unincorporated
treasures of the one-horse-one-bar type so simple in its existence. Want to see the
great Mississippi? Continue just a few tenths south via the cue sheet on
Waumandee Creek Rd to the Highway 35 juncture for a look.

Interestingly, the Buffalo County environment has a story of worldwide
notoriety. Out of the flats at mile 69 in a hairpin turn at your left shoulder from
Waumandee Creek Rd onto Lower Eagle Valley Rd you enter this story. Here
reveals why Buffalo has owned, for decades, the #1 ranking of any United States
county in the esteemed Boone and Crockett record book for trophy antlered
whitetail deer. More records per square mile have been certified out of Buffalo
than anywhere else. In the miles on 88 from Gilmanton you’ve been a more
distant observer of the rugged beauty the county is known for. But now on
Lower Eagle, you're immersed in a quiet, secluded, close-in environment
encapsulated by folded-in gulches revealing some of the record secrets. Isolation
and opportunity to evade are essential for a trophy deer to survive. Evident in
these ravines, sheer inclines and rolling domes is the well out-of-the-way feel
only Wisconsin driftless counties give, Buffalo amps this feeling up. As a rider
out in it, exposed, you sense its remoteness.



Buffalo’s alpha strain of whitetail benefit not only from this topography but from
unique genetics, keen management and ample forage. Standing tall, broad in the
snout and nose, with massive shoulders, hips and haunches their sinew and bone
is sculpted as if Schwarzenegger’s of the deer world. They’re strong enough to
sprint in this rough country up or down. The valley silence lulls us from our
distractions but they’ll discover you before you they. The sense you get of really
being away from things is dominant. Though an encounter is unlikely, a Buffalo
deer may look almost like a small elk in ways. You've a front row seat to the
beauty of the whole county on the 175 and particularly on this stretch to the
Alligator Slide Rd vista and a second vista at the highest ride elevation at 97
followed by a drop into the Lookout rest stop.

You'll see remnants of the collapse of one economy—the Wisconsin family dairy
farm in dilapidated ruin replaced with another—the economy of trophy
outfitters and attractive properties dug in to land of which about 92% is privately
owned, often related to the hunt. You’ll be on well maintained roads with
minimal interference but for driveways.

Wisconsin’s environment for the cyclist is well beyond that offered in other
States, the vast dairy economy helped build the road network and it illuminates
who we once were. We as riders have benefited from this transportation
infrastructure over 10 RAW gatherings with unique views of Wisconsin. Buffalo
County paints an 82 mile chapter book for you to supercharge your push home
into Eau Claire offering the “Creme de’la” Cream” of Wisconsin riding.
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